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Top Notch Scotland bound HEY! Look at th 


Theater group 
headed to festival in 
Scotland 


By BRIANA ROLDAN 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College's very own theater group, 
“The Top Notch Players,” have 
earned an opportunity to venture 
across seas to Scotland, where they 
will perform at Edinburgh's Festival 
Fringe next August. 

The group, who performs three 
plays a year under the direction of 
Jim Murphy, are thrilled to have this 
opportunity thrown at them. 

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe is 
known as the largest arts festival in 
the world. 

It is open to the public and runs 
for roughly three weeks in August 
and takes place in Edinburgh, 
Scotland's capital city. 

Theater is amongst other genres 
taking place at the festival. They 
include, music dance and physical 
theatre, musicals and opera, and chil- 
dren's shows, along with all sorts of 
events and exhibitions. 

Statistics from the festival 2 
years ago show that ticket sales 
amounted to around 1.8 million. With 
that number being so high it is sur- 
prising to learn that there are only 12 


full-time staff members. 

Many styles of performances 
take place on stage ranging from 
comedies to tragedies. Since The 
Fringe is an “unjuried festival” 
(which means that there are no 
restrictions when it comes to genres) 
it gives performers the opportunity to 
have fun with their choice in show- 
cases in comparison to formal festi- 
vals that are stricter with require- 
ments. 

With that being said, the only 
request is that each performance be 
no more than 90 minutes. 

When Jim Murphy, the director 
of The Top Notch Players received an 
invitation last year asking if he and 
his cast would be interested in per- 
forming next August, he expressed 
concern of available funds but he 
simply agreed to learn more about the 
festival. 

He hopes that with the colleges 
support, along with fundraising, that 
he and the players can dwindle down 
the overall fees of the trip. 

Murphy explained enthusiastical- 
ly that this would be a great opportu- 
nity to get the company's name out 


> while experiencing the culture of an 


unfamiliar country. 

“It would be one thing to see 
[The Festival Fringe] as a college stu- 
dent but another to say I performed 
there”, says Murphy. For these cast 
members this wouldn't be just be 
another performance on stage but a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. 

With Murphy's acceptance to the 
invitation, issues followed regarding 


the cost for 22 members interested in 
going to Scotland, along with what 
show they were to perform. 

“As of right now there are two 
thoughts strong in my _ head,” 
explains Murphy. 

One of them being Spoon River 
Anthology, by Edgar Lee Masters’ 
one of 244 from the collection of 
poems, and another by local Boson 
actor\director, Ingrid Sonnechson, 
Mill Workers. 


Spoon River Anthology is a very ; 


philosophical show whereas Mill 
Workers deals with local Lawrence 
mill workers, which for many stu- 
dents on campus “touches close to 
home” as Murphy says. 

Deciphering between the two is 
challenging but he hopes to have a 


decision made sooner than latter. 3 
Coincidentally both of these shows 


are tied into American history and 
either would be a winning choice. 

One member, Dierdree Glassford 
described her excitement, 
would be the opportunity of a life- 
time, to be able to experience the her- 
itage along with the experience world 
mean a lot to me. I could not be more 
excited!” 


That excitement expressed by her | 


is shared throughout the group. 

Along with the players combined 
talents and their fundraising ideas its 
evident that the energy the group has 
will get them to where they will need 
to be in a years time. 
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NECC student accused of rape 


Student files rape 
charges against 


another student 
By LAuRA NICHOLSON 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex 


Community College students are 
taking precautions after a 19 year 
. old woman accused a fellow 
classmate of raping her Tuesday, 
October 4th around 8 p.m. 
According to news reports, 
the alleged rape happened off 
campus in a private area in 
Winnekenni Park. The accused 
and the alleged victim knew 
eachother and had driven to the 
park together, according to news 


reports. 

Moises Santana, a 24 year old 
Northern Essex student, is being 
held on $50,000 cash bail at 
Middleton jail. 

Although the 
alleged rape did 
not happen on 


pus is pretty safe,” Pichardo said. 
“T feel like she could've gotten 
help easier if she was on or 
around campus, but I wouldn't 


“He used to go to the Boys & 
Girls Club when it was just 
known as the Boys Club. He was 
a good kid, quiet, not a trouble 
maker.” Martinez 
said to this day he 
can't believe it and 
doesn't feel 


the Haverhill Santana is capable 
NECC campus, When things like ppen, it makes me of committing this 
students are . ° . crime. 

Eominenteenie think twice about meeting a person at school “pennlewerew 
how _ incidents and going to hang out with them after. up, people change, 


like this affect 
them as part of 
the college and 
community. 

Ashlyn Pichardo, a 19 year 
old biotechnology student says 
she read about the alleged rape in 
the Eagle Tribune. 

“It didn't really scare me 
because I know the NECC cam- 


— Carolina Guzman 


say it's her fault. I don't know 
who he is.” 

Daniel Martinez, a director at 
the Haverhill Boys & Girls Club, 
knows Santana on a personal 
level and was shocked when he 


heard about the accusation. 


but I don't see him 
doing something 
like that. “ 

Fellow students from the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es seemed to agree that the idea 
of being raped by another class- 
mate is frightening. 

Most students said the fact 
that there are street lamps all 


over the parking lots and security 
officers in and around the cam- 
puses made them feel “safer”, 
especially those who attend night 
classes. 

By law, colleges need to have 
ways to protect their staff, stu- 
dents, and visitors on campus. 

When incidents happen off 
campus, things become more dif- 
ficult and fall into the hands of 
the city and state. 

“T saw college as a place to 
learn but also meet new people,” 
said Carolina Guzman, a former 
political science student at 
Northern Essex. 

“When things like this hap- 
pen, it makes me think twice 
about meeting a person at school 
and going to hang out with them 
after. I wouldn't want to put 
myself in that situation.” 
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The dream, that 
came true 


The world lost this civil rights activist, 
inspiration and pastor to an awful act of 
violence on April 4, 1968. 

His name was Martin Luther King Jr. 
On Sunday, Oct. 16, we were reminded of 
this courageous man when President 
Barack Obama, dedicated a memorial to 
King, in Washington. 

To this day, King continues to serve as 
an inspiration to all. In a world of inequal- 
ity, King spoke his voice. He told the world 
his dream. Many ignored him and few lis- 
tened while he was alive. 

King's work in civil disobedience 
changed the face.of America, and made 
huge leaps in ending the atmosphere of ter- 


rorism African Americans faced in daily 
life. 

However, it wasn't until after his death 
that King's dream came true. Well, part of 
it anyways. 

Most of us now try not to judge people 
for the color of their skin. But, we do make 
rash judgments against people for their 
appearance and don't treat them equally 
because of it. 

Here at the Observer, we strive to treat 
people equally and don't judge people on 
their appearance. As clichéd as it may 
sound, you shouldn't judge a book by its 
cover. Since people, no matter-what their 
appearance is may just surprise you. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Inciude Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. it.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
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Ryan Mathers 
Business Transfer 
“I don’t really follow politics that “I don’t know what that is.” 
much. I don’t really have an 

opinion on it.” 


Elisa Strangie-Brown 
Undeclared ; 
I don’t know anything about «; don’t think it’s fair that [the 1%] 


=a aa ; 


protests? 


Samantha Larkin 
Psychology 


How do you feel about Occup 
Wall Street and the associat 


Anthony Fatyol 

General Studies 

“They're doing a good job... 

“I was in New York last week, 
spent a weekend [at the protests] 
with my girlfriend.” 


Photos/Interviews by Thomas Shamma 


Anderson Lara 
Theater 


have all that opportunity and 
aren’t willing to share it with the 
world.” 


Sarah Melanson 

Computer Information Sciences: 
Information Technology Option 

“T think it’s a really good thing, I have 
friends who are involved with it as 
well... 

“There are plenty of pictures of the 1% 
standing with the 99%, those are the 
people we should be listening to.” 


Shaping the world 
in 140 characters 
or less 


By DAVE HANSON 
Corresponent 


What if I told you that there was a 
way to directly communicate with your 
favorite athlete, singer, or celebrity? Or 
that there was a place where you could 
find out about important events that are 
happening that very second, from peo- 
ple actually living them? Interested? 
Over 200 million people are right there 
with you, on a website called 
Twitter.com, 

What started in 2006 as a compa- 
ny’s idea to help individuals send out 
messages to a small group of people, 
has evolyed into a community where 
headlines are made, and ideas are 
shared. Twitter allows members to “‘fol- 
low” other members, and see what they 
have decided to share. Sometimes, the 
“tweets” (a post made on Twitter) are 
nothing more than what somebody ate 
for lunch that afternoon, but in other 
instances, tweets can be so much more. 

Take Sohaib Athar, for example. 
Athar is “An IT consultant trying to take 
a break from the rat-race by hiding in 
(Afghanistan) mountains with his lap- 
tops.” What makes his story so special? 
The fact that on May 2nd, he just so 
happened to be live-tweeting the U.S. 
operation that killed Osama Bin Laden 
without even realizing it. He wrote: 
“Helicopter hovering above Abbottabad 
at | a.m, (is a rare event),” as well as “A 


huge window shaking bang here in 
Abbottabad Cantt. I hope it’s not the 
start of something nasty.” Not only did 
news quickly spread about the. death of 
the man that was at the top of the “Most 
wanted” list, but Twitter had subtly bro- 
ken thenews to the World- even before 
Athar’s tweets. 

The person to break the news was 
Keith Urbahn, the former chief of staff 
for Donald Rumsfeld. His tweet stated, 
“So I’m told by a reputable person that 
they have killed Osama Bin Laden. Hot 
Damn.” and was posted as President 
Barack Obama was in the process of 
writing the speech that he would recite 
in front of an entire nation. 

Not only has Twitter become an 
important place for news stories to be 
first talked about, but it allows people to 
connect with others in ways that were 
previously unheard of. “Following” any 
given person on Twitter opens a win- 
dow into the life of anybody who is 
willing to share. For celebrities, this 
could be a perfect opportunity to plug 
their up-and-coming movie in order to 
create more revenue, build up more of a 
fan base, or to simply help build up a 
more positive reflection of themselves 
onto the public eye. 

With Twitter being a mere half 
decade old, it has already had quite the 
impact on the world, and doesn’t look to 
be slowing down any time soon. Who 
knows, maybe you will end up being 
the person who breaks a story that 
would have previously gone un- 
noticed. Or perhaps you will just tweet 
about how bitter your coffee tasted this 
morning. In the end, Twitter is what you 
make it. As long as the World decides to 
continue to make it great, it will contin- 
ue to make the World shine. 


on campus. on location. online. 


Police violence is 
growing at a peaceful 
protest 


By ALEXANDRA IANNAZZI 
Correspondent 


On September 17, 2011, over 
1,000 protesters marched the streets 
of New York City to cry out against 
the economic crisis in the United 
States. These protesters are still there 
today, protesting the | percent of the 
U.S. population that receive all of the 
benefits, while the working class, or 
the overwhelming 99 percent, are left 
to pay unrealistic amounts for their 
educations, health benefits, and even 
the rising cost of living. 

But even though these protests 
are deemed peaceful, there is a grow- 
ing trend of violence stemming from 
the local police departments who are 
trying to keep the protests from get- 
ting out of hand 

Some police officers, namely the 
NYPD, are using force to keep pro- 
testers in line. It has been reported 
that pepper spray has been used 
against the peaceful protesters, and 
there are many videos surfacing 
online of police officers becoming 
violent with the protesters: dragging 
them over the police lines, beating 
them, and arresting them. 

There are no clear reasons as to 
why the police are becoming violent 
while this is a peaceful protest, but 
many people believe it has something 
to do with protesters using recording 
equipment to capture the violence on 
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The protesters have set up organized support 
systems, but they need resources. 


tape. 

Police officials are also being 
accused of entrapment and wrongful 
arrest for leading the protesters 
across the Brooklyn Bridge, and then 


telling them that the bridge was off 


limits to protesting. Over 700 protest- 
ers were arrested and taken away by 
bus, claiming that they were misled 
by the NYPD. 

Police officials say that they 
warned the protesters to stay on the 
sidewalk and not in the street, and 
were only arrested when they 
refused. Similar protests are now tak- 
ing place across the country in soli- 
darity with the protesters in New 
York City. 

San Francisco, 


Chicago, and 


Boston are just three cities who are 
protesting in solidarity. And just like 
New York, some cities are facing 
police brutality as well. 

As college students, there are 
things that can be done to help aid 
these protesters. Things like care 
packages ‘filled with food are wel- 
come in this time of need. Money 
orders are also being accepted in 
place of personal checks. 

If you are interested in helping 
these protesters, please send what 
you can to: 

The UPS Store 

Re: Occupy Wall Street 

LL8A Fulton St. #205 

New York, NY 10038 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We olfer: 


¢ an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


¢ financial aid = up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 


¢ career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 


studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 
and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N.H., and 


Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


— Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


For More Information: 


Southern, @ 
New Hampshire 
University 


TF: 603.645.9611 | Email: transfer@snhu-edu 


www.snhu.edu/observer 
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Remembering Steve Jobs, 1955-2011 


Remembering the life 
of a world-changing 
innovator 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


I had the privilege of attending 
the New England Newspaper 
Association conference in Natick a 
couple of weeks ago. It was a fasci- 
nating look into what print news is 
becoming and the future of the jour- 
nalism industry. As the lectures went 
on, discussion turned quickly from 
the inevitable demise of print news to 
the stunning growth of handheld dig- 
ital news. 

The endless powerpoint presenta- 
tions showed more and more people 
are getting their news on their smart- 
phones and tablets. The mass media 
has to use different technologies in 
order to stay alive and get their mes- 
sage across. 

The presenters couldn’t help but 
thank Steve Jobs, who had died the 
night before. 

I never bought his products. I will 
admit that now. But I wasn’t niave to 
the fact that everyone else did 
Although I couldn’t afford the tools 
he was building, I always kept up to 
date on what was coming next. 

As a 19 year-old student working 
towards an associate’s degree, like 
everyone else here at Northern Essex, 


It turns out, wording 
isn t that important 
in laws. 


I'm writing in response to a col 
umn in the previous issue of the 
Observer written by Opinions Editor 
Thomas Shamma, asking whether or 
not we actually need the Second 
Amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 

If you have not gotten a chance to 
read the piece, I highly recommend it 
as it shows what happens when some- 
one gives an opinion on a subject that 
they frankly do not fully understand or 
appreciate. 

Shamma begins his column by 
commenting on the fact that people 
hold the Constitution and especially 
the Bill of Rights in high regard. He 
correctly describes the document as 
establishing “Transcendent rights 
which define what it means to be an 
American.” He then however goes on 
to explain now, more then two cen- 
turies later, we need to, in his own 
words, “Revisit some of those provi- 
sions.” 

The Bill of Rights was created to 
secure the basic nghts of the people 
from infringement by the government 
the rest of the Constitution establishes 
All of the provisions deal with things 
the government cannot do to you, or 
force you to do. The act of limiting the 
power of a government in its founding 
document is a powerful statement 


The provisions in the Bill of 


Rights are designed to be transcen- 


I was more interested in his journey 
through college. At 19, what was he 
doing and where was he going? One 
of the greatest innovators in both 
business and technology of our mod- 
ern times must have been a gun-ho 
Harvard yard roaming super student 
right? 

Dead wrong. It was interesting to 
read in Bloomberg Businessweek’s 
memorial issue, that after a short stint 
at Reed College in Oregon for six 
months in 1972, he dropped out. But 
he didn’t leave. Rather, he stuck 
around for a while. He sat in on class- 
es, used the library, and slept on the 
floor of his college friends’ dorm 
rooms. He got really into health and 
started using the Ehret diet, which is 
made up of a lot of figs, nuts, horse- 
radish, and honey. He explored 
Buddhism and stopped wearing 
shoes. And for money, he’d collect 
bottles for the deposits. He did this 
for a year and a half. 

Afterward, the article goes on to 
say that he talked his way into a job 
at Atari, started networking with a 
buddy working at Hewlett-Packard 
and then the first Apple computer 
was launched in 1976. 

Steve Jobs is not a testament to 
how success is possible without a 
degree, but a testament to how even 
though rocky starts can slow you 
down, it doesn’t mean you’re going 
to fail 
advantage in life or uncertain about 
what you want to do is OK. You can 
take some time to learn and discover 
things on your own, or roam around a 


Being on the downside of 


photo by Matt Buchanan 


Steve Jobs while introducing the iPad in San Francisco on 27th January 2010.. 


college campus barefoot. 

Jobs once said, “Things don’t 
have to change the world to be 
important.” 

It’s true, our little sacrifices and 
promises we make everyday to our 
families, friends, 
strangers, don’t neccesarily change 
the world, but are still important. 
Driving out of our way to carpool 


co-workers, 


doesn’t cause a planteray shift, but 
it’s important. Writing to our friends 
back home and letting them know 
that you miss them doesn’t make 
headlines, but it’s important. 

The world is changing. It’s mov- 
ing faster and the news is becoming 
more accessible than ever. In the last 
thirty years, we've gone from getting 
the news from our televisions and 


| | Letters to the Editor 
The Second Amendment: Yes, we need it 


dent, because they are the things that 
The 
our 


define our values as a country 


First Amendment _ protects 
Freedom of Speech, Religion, Press, 
Protest, and the right to Petition the 
Government 

After establishing what amounts 
to intellectual and spiritual freedom, 
what is the very next most important 
thing the founding fathers could think 
to secure? Easy, the right of the indi- 
vidual to possess firearms. The order 
of priority is clear. It is not until later 
that things like protection from cruel 
and unusual punishment or the right to 
a fair trial are mentioned. The contents 
of the Bill of Rights define our nation, 
to tinker with them is to tinker with the 
very fabric of our country 

But without any thought or con- 
sideration to the values or intent of the 
document Shamma launches into a 
disdainfully snobbish and scomfully 
arrogant diatribe against what he sees 
flaws of the 


Second Amendment, apparently fault- 


as the grammatical 


ing, and there by damning, the whole 
thing for not meeting modem stan- 
dards of language 

He removes commas and fiddles 
with the wording in what appears to be 
an attempt fix it and decides that the 
result is “...obviously not its correct 
meaning...” Before summing it up by 
saying that it, “It reads like nonsense, 
after all.” This become the basis, if not 
the point (but we will get to that) of his 
whole grievance 

In the mean time we should all 
take a moment and rest easy knowing 
that it is at least a little harder for 
members of our government to so 


thoughtlessly attack the basic rights 
that come with being a law abiding 
American citizen 

Having freshly mauled one of the 
most important pieces of writing and 
thought ever undertaken by the human 
species, Shamma then adds insult to 
injury by making false claims in the 
name of Second Amendment advo- 
cates. I’m not sure if his intent is to 
create a straw man argument, or if he 
is simply so out of his depth and 
unwilling to do research that he makes 
these claims in utter ignorance, | for 
one am not sure which I find less com- 
forting, be he sums up the position of 
the Second Amendment advocates like 
this. 

“The proponents of gun rights 
argue that this amendment protects the 
people's mght and ability to rise up 
against their government, if such an 
action becomes necessary.” 

That is simply not correct, and 
again | wonder if this comes from 
rhetorical cunning, pure ignorance, or 
perhaps a little of both 

As an Advocate of the Second 
Amendment I support the constitu- 
protected right of the 
Individual to own and possess a 


tionally 


firearm. Reasons why one may wish to 
own a firearm can range from being an 
outdoors or hunting enthusiast, a his- 
torian and collector, an athlete or tar- 
get shooter, and of course self defense 

While some may include under 
the category of self defense the need to 
one day stand up against an oppressive 
government, to paint the Right to Bear 
Arms as simply something that only 
wannabe revolutionaries desire unfair- 


ly puts the 25 percent of Americans 
who own guns into the same category 
as armed militant extremist groups. 

Having now established a false 
target to rail against, Shamma _ pro- 
ceeds to explain how some weapons 
are just to dangerous for the public to 
own. To do this, he lumps in every- 
thing from guns to land mines to 
nuclear weapons under one heading. 

Here again he demonstrates that 
he is out of his depth. As a Second 
Amendment advocate I’m not under 
the impression that people should own 
nuclear weapons, or land mines, fur- 
ther I don't believe anyone sane would 
legitimately make that argument. 

From here things go from bad to 
crazy as Shamma reveals his personal 
feelings by stating that he is in sympa- 
thy with those who fear government 
oppression, “Total disarmament places 
us at intense risk of tyranny. With 
nothing to fear from the people, gov- 
ernment would likely tend towards a 
police state.” 

As it turns out, all of the proceed- 
ing has been made in the service of 
furthering an agenda, in this case, 
Shamma's proposal for how we can 
solve the “gun problem.” I'll refrain 
from the specifics but its enough to 
say it includes stock piling what he 
calls “Military level” weaponry (in 
itself a false premise that demonstrates 
he has no actual working knowledge 
of how guns are categorized,) for the 
express purpose of aiding a violent 
government overthrow, just in case. 

In the end Shamma comes out as 
neither for or against private firearm 
ownership, and instead tries to pur- 


front door steps to getting It In our 
pockets. But the same can not only be 
said about the news, but for the way 
we communicate to each other and 
the mediums in which we express 
ourselves 

And for that, we can thank Steve 
Jobs. 


pose a ludicrous solution based on his + 
own half baked interpretations of a 
topic he quite apparently does not 
understand 

To those who would seek to 
change the Second Amendment I say 
this, we have in the country a means 
by which we -can change our 
Constitution. You could put a com- 
plete repeal of the Second Amendment 
up to a vote in every state, but no one 
does, and do you know why? Because 
like it or not, the people of this nation, 
by in large, support the right of the 
individual to own a firearm. 

Shamma closes his argument by 
rehashing his point about grammar, 
and it comes off as a joke, because his 
opinion seems to be that the issue of 
the wording is more important than the 
fundamental freedoms afforded legal 
and law abiding citizens. 

Maybe this was done intentional- 
ly, maybe after going back and reading 
the whole thing Shamma realized that 
no matter how pure his intentions, the 
points that he makes read more like a 
joke then a real position on the issue. 
Perhaps ending with a joke was his 
way of saying the whole thing was 
meant as a halfhearted stab at 
Americana. 

In that respect I say we honor his 
wishes, and treat his column like the 


joke he seemed to want it to be. 
Sincerely, 
-Daniel Potocki 
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Boston joins in Wall Street protests 


Occupy Wall Street 
spreads to Beantown, 


no signs of stopping 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
New Editor 


The Occupy Wall Street move- 
ment took to the streets of 
Boston this past Columbus Day 
resulting in praise, 
and 141 arrests. 

Occupy Wall Street’s sister 
movement, “Occupy Boston,” 
has been slowly gaining 
momentum and even getting the 
attention of Governor Deval 
Patrick. 

Dewey Square, acting as the 
Occupy Boston's headquarters, 
is now made up of dozens of 
tents organized into a function- 
ing commune. With a makeshift 
hospital, media center, library, 
and free food tent, it appears 
they're in it for the long haul. 

The march on Columbus Day 
started at noon with a handful 
of people and then escalated to 
larger numbers as people began 
to take notice. Although appear- 
ing unorganized at the start, 
this was undoubtedly planned 
through social networking and 
word of mouth. 

Generally the march was well 
recieved by people walking by 
and even employees of a TD 
Bank were cheering them on. 
The only bit of negativity that 
was present came from cars that 
were blocked off and forced to 
wait until the march was past. 
Even so, some were still pleas- 
ant. 

From Dewey Square and 
through the middle of the 
streets, the protestors marched 
té the Gazebo in the Commons. 
This was the rallying point. 

Columbus Day's march was 
unique in contrast to the central 
Wall Street outcry. College stu- 
dents were carrying the banner; 


criticism, 


nn 
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“They got bailed out! We got sold out!” Student Rrotestars march past Beacon Hill 
in Boston this past Columbus Day. 


voicing the struggles of loan 
debt and the unlikelyhood of a 
job at the end of a long four 
years. 

Students in large groups gath- 
ered from Harvard, Tufts 
University, and other colleges, 
with banners and flags. 

One of the prptesters with a 
mega-phone said, “Do you 
believe your government repre- 
sents your interests?” A long 
pause of silence followed. 
“Neither do we...as the 99% of 
the people whos intrests have 
been subverted by the one per- 
cent, join us.” 

Every Boston hotspot was hit. 


Beacon Hill, the TD Garden, 
Faneuil Hall, South Station; all 
leading up to .a_ standoff 
between the protestors and 
Boston police officers at the 
North Washington Street 
Bridge. 


Boston police were present 
throughout the march. Before 
the standoff, they were either 
keeping an eye on the move- 


ment from afar or by leading 


the march on bicycle to clear 


‘the path. Their peaceful pres- 


ence was even addressed by the 
protestors. Even signs thanking 
the police were made and held 
up high. 

But when the decision was 
made to cross the bridge to 
Charlestown, the police moved 
in and blocked the protestors. 
The line was crossed only by 
one or two people resulting in 
no immediate arrest. One police 
officer in the blockade said the 
bridge was being blocked off 
due to safety issues. The bridge 
is currently undergoing con- 
struction. 

The standoff did provoke the 
garnering chants 
whole world is 


protestors, 
like, “The 
watching.”As the sun was set- 
ting, so did the numbers; 
ing to a quiet, ununified walk 
back to Dewey Headquarters. 
Traffic was stopped at the 
bridge for about an hour. 

The act of walking across the 
bridge to Charlestown is noth- 
ing short of a mimic to what the 


Reacte Robie PRcAD 
Boston police officers were already blocking the entrance to the bridge to 
Charlestown when the protestors arrived. No violence ensued. 


lead-~ 


protesters in New York did 
when they attempted to cross 
the Brooklyn Bridge. Over 700 
were arrested as a result. 

At around 1:00am the next day, 
Police stepped in at Dewey 
Square and started making mass 
The resulting 141 
arrests was not in relation to the 


arrests. 


confrontation at the bridge, but 
that didn't help. 

What pushed the police to 
make the arrests was the exs- 
pansion of the encampment on 
Dewey Square to another part 
of the Rose Kennedy Greenway 
near Pearl St. The Greenway 
itself has been going through 
consistent renovations over the 
past year. Those arrested were 
charged with Unlawful 
Assembly and Trespassing. 

While the absence of a permit 
for that section of the park may 
be in connection to, the arrests, 
no permits have been required 
throughout _ this 
Mayor Menino even said before 
the arrests that the lack of a 
permit was, “because freedom 
of expression.” This contradicts 
basic protest laws requiring 
permits. 

Boston is only one of hundreds 
of cities sprouting up across the 
country and the world in protest 
againest big buiness and corper- 
ate greed. Some are bigger than 
others, but all are carrying that 
same tone of radical financial 


movement. 


reform. 

Occupy Boston says on their 
website that they stand in soli- 
the 
“these 


movement in 
different 


darity with 
New York, 
occupations share many goals 
and attitudes, they each operate 
independently, and there is no 
national organization that can 


speak for all occupations.” 


-and discrimination in the workplace 


Declaration of the Occupation 

of New York City 

On September 29, the Occupy ‘Wall 
Street movement in New York City, 
released it’s first offical doccument, 
which was unanimously voted on b 
all present members at the time. 

The doccument was a list of all the 
movement’s major causes. In the list, 
“They,” is referring to the econmoic 
powers behind government legisla- 
tion, i.e corperations. Here is that list: 

“They have taken our houses through 
an illegal foreclosure process, despite 
not having the original mortgage. 

“They have taken bailouts from tax 
payers with impunity, and continue to 
give Executives exorbitant bonuses. | 

“They have perpetuated inequality 


based on age, the color of one's skin, 
sex, gender identity and sexual poet 
tation. 

“They have poisoned the food ah 
through negligence, and undermined 
the farming system through monopo- 
lization. 

“They have profited off of the tor- 
ture, confinement, and cruel treatment 
of countless nonhuman animals, and 
lactively hide these practices. 
| “They have continuously sought to 
strip employees of the right to negoti- 
ate for better pay and safer working 
conditions. : 
| “They have held students hostage 

ith tens of thousands of dollars of 
te on education, which is itself 

uman right. ] 
| “They have consistently outsource 
labor and used that outsourcing as 
leverage to cut workers’ healthcare 
and pay. 

“They have influenced the courts to! 
achieve the same rights as people; 
with none of the culpability or respon 
sibility. 

“They have spent millions of dollars 
jon legal teams that look for ways to 
get them out of contracts in regards to, 
health insurance. 
| “They have sold our privacy as a 
commodity. 

“They have used the military and 
police force to prevent freedom of the; 
press. 
| “They have deliberately declined to 
recall faulty products endangering, 
lives in pursuit of profit. 
| “They determine economic policy, 
despite the catastrophic failures thein 
policies have produced and continue 
to produce. ~ 
“They have donated large sums off 
money to politicians supposed to be 
regulating them. 

“They continue to block alternate 
Raperbisbamicdn = 
moil. * 

“They continue to block generi 
forms of medicine that could sav 
pees lives in order to protec’ 
investments that have already tumed 
substantive profit. 

“They have purposely covered up 
oil spills, accidents, faulty bookkeep 
ing, and inactive ingredients in real 
of profit. 

“They purposefully keep people mis-+ 
informed and fearful through their 
centrol of the media. 

“They have accepted private con- 
tracts to murder prisoners even when| 
presented with serious doubts about 
their guilt. 

“They have perpetuated colonialism 
at home and abroad. 

“They have participated in the tor- _. 
ture and murder of innocent civilians 
overseas. 

“They continue to create weapons of 
mass destruction in order to receivg 
government contracts.” 


; 
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Campus Life 


Waiting for outdoor furniture 


“We need more 
tables, chairs, 
benches, more 
seating appartus in 
general,” says 
Stroble. 


By MAry ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 


Campus Life Editor 


What could be better? In between 
the fog, the cold rain, the warm rain, 
the chilly wet mornings and cool dry 
nights, are the luring and spectacular 
days of fall. 

NECC students can be seen tak- 
ing advantage of outside fall temper- 
atures and the expansive, well-mani- 
cured grounds at the Haverhill cam- 
pus on any one of these sunny warm 
days. 

The occupancy rate of the out- 
door furniture can be used as the 
unofficial barometer of the pleasant- 
ness factor of any given day. 

“IT use it a lot,” says Krysta 
Chambagme, who is working on her 
Paralegal Studies degree. Getting 
outside as much as she can to study, 
Krysta says more outside tables 
would be helpful. “We have lots of 
chairs, and not enough tables,” says 
Chambagme. 

This summer NECC replaced 
their aging sidewalks. In the process 
the campus lost its' permanent seat- 
ing, including the stone benches in 
the center of the “campus quad.” 
Richard Goulet, Director of Facilities 
Management and Security at the 
Haverhill campus, kept the existing 
wrought iron furniture. Speaking to 
the NECC Observer in August, he 
conveyed plans to add more outdoor 
furniture to the campus by spring of 


2012. 

Julissa Abreu, business major, 
was found outside one fall afternoon 
enjoying the furniture that survived 
the sidewalk repairs. 

“T use (the furniture) a lot. I did- 
n't know we were getting more,” says 
Abreu. “I think we could use more 
two person set-ups. They're more 
intimate. Everyone is kind of shy. 
The Adirondack chairs are really 
good.” 

Clarissa. Cuevas and Shaina 
Clarke, business transfer and Liberal 
Arts/Theater majors, respectively, 
like to meet outside in between class- 
es when the seating is available. 

“They're full a lot,” says Cuevas. 
"We definitely need more tables. The 
Adirondacks are nice, but only if 
there are a few together. I don't want 
to sit by myself.” 

Since the new sidewalks were put 
in, four new picnic tables. have 
appeared on the quad. Even with this 
addition, students who find no avail- 
able seating will take to the ground 
rather than find a chair indoors. 
Gretchen Strobe sits in a circle with a 
half dozen of her friends rather than 
moving inside and missing out on the 
gorgeous sun and crisp air. 

“We need more tables, chairs, 
benches, more seating apparatus in 
general,” says Stroble 

When the seats in the sun are 
taken, some students prefer to take a 
seat in the shade over sitting on the 
ground. 

“IT wanted to sit in the sun, but 
they were all taken,” says Alicia 
Malfatta, sociology. “We need more 
of the tables.” Malfatta shares an 
Nick 
Jennifer 


over capacity bench with 
liberal 


psychology, 


Duchemin, arts, 


Therrian, James 
Casman, general studies, and Jay 
Lemiex, general studies 


“We're getting new furniture?” 


Alicia Malfatta, Nick Duchemin, Jennifer Therrian, 
James Casman, And Jay Lemiex share a shaded 


bench 


says Casman. “Fantastic! Some 

tables, chairs, and a couple more of 

the benches like we already have.” 
Although the sight of students 


catching the last remnants of summer 


Margaret Hall, Gretchen Stoble, Lindsay 


2011 around campus is enjoyable, 
whether on a bench in the sun, in the 
shade or on the ground, LeMieux 
muses over the possibility of addi- 
tions to the outdoor campus. 


Pe 
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Krysta Chambagme takes advantage of the fall 
weather and studies on a table in the quad. 


Clarissa Cueves and Shaina Clarke meet out- 
Patterson, Clara Silda, Elyse Proctor, Cassandra | side as often as they can. 


Sullivan and Chelsea Legar sit on the quad. 


“I really don't know, some ran- 
dom sculptures, or water fountains,” 
says LeMieux. 


Students find support after jail, prison 


“My main goal is to give 
voice to students in 
shame... want to put 


faces to it,” says 
Espinoza 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 


Campus Life Editor 


In a college where the non-tradi- 
tional student is traditional, those 
who have served time in jail or prison 
find support and compassion from 
faculty, staff and the student body as 
they transition to the “outside.” 

NECC Professor Lis Espinoza 
grew up in LA with her Costa Rican 
born parents. As an adult, she was 
hearing from her _ English 
Composition | students at NECC. 
Many of these students had been 
incarcerated. At first there were a 
few, but the longer she taught, the 
percentage of these students grew. 
She decided it was time to bring the 
issue out into the open. 

“My main goal is to give a voice 


to the students in shame. There is a 
stigma attached here to people who 
have been in prison. I wanted to put 
faces to it,” says Espinosa. 

She started by doing - some 
research. The United States has over 
a million citizens incarcerated. This 
is more than any other country. The 
second closest is Russia, with 
800,000. One out of every ten youths 
is sent to prison as an adult. Every 
state has its’ own laws, penalties, 
fines, and release schedules. On 
October Sth in room TC103 at 12 
noon, the symposium, “Experiencing 
U.S. Prisons” began. It was telecast 
to and from the Lawrence campus, a 
cooperative effort between the 
Contemporary Affairs Club and the 
Criminal Justice Faculty 

“The prison industry is a 42 bil- 
lion dollar industry. Is that more than 
the education budget? Why don't you 
look that up?” says Espinoza from 
the podium. “In Massachusetts, the 
prison population increased 36% 
from 1989 to 2010.” 

Many inmates are “lifers,” com- 
ing in and out of incarceration for the 
rest of their lives. 

Professor 


Paul Caven, 


Coordinator, Criminal Justice 
Program at NECC, spoke through the 
televised screen from room L244 in 
Lawrence at the Franklin campus. 

“Our incarceration rate is 400% more 
than other developing nations. This is pri- 
marily due to the war on drugs. What are 
the other altematives? No one wants a 
half-way house in their own backyard,” 
says Caven. 

Josh Peltonovich, journalism 
major and Observer sports editor, 
was the first student speaker. 

“T was in county [jail] for one month. 
I was only there because I could not pay a 
fine,” says Peltonovich. “I was there in the 
middle of winter. I got two t-shirts, two 
pair of pants, one pair of shoes. I was 
assigned to F block. [ had no sweatshirt, no 
pillow and no sandals for the shower.” 

Without funds to purchase neces- 
sities Peltonovich was without many 
of the basic supplies he needed to 
survive the month, never mind a 
longer stay. 

“Life in there is not pleasurable, bene- 
ficial, or fun. There is no rehabilitation in 
county. There is no room to improve your 
life,” said Peltonovich. “Most of the peo- 
ple in there were just family people. They 
had kids, wives or girlfnends. Most were 


in for marijuana related crimes.” 

Peltonovich had-a professor who 
worked with him to keep him in 
school. Even though he was only 
gone for a month, he found transi- 
tioning back into real life difficult. 
The students in at least one of his 
classes were aware of his experience. 
They welcomed him unconditionally 
into the classroom setting. 

“Don't go to jail. Stay out of 
prison. If you know someone in 
there, write them, visit them. They'll 
appreciate it,” says Peltonovich. 

Mary Harris, the second student 
speaker, was a crack addict for fifteen 
years. She was in Framingham for 
thirty days with no bail for prescrip- 
tion fraud. 

“When you're on the streets, 
you're on top of the world, but once 
you [go] into prison, you start to 
think differently,” says Harris, who 
has been clean and sober for seven 
years now. “I was in bad shape when 
I got to prison. I had a cold withdraw- 
al (from drugs). I had the cold shakes, 
with no medical help. There were 
doctors, but you had to sign up to see 
one. Then you had to wait. You had to 
wait for anything you signed up for, 


even a church program. The staff is 
understaffed and overworked. As far 
as being caring, or compassionate, | 
found most of them were there just to 
get a paycheck.” 

“In prison, you're told when to do 
everything, eat, shower, wash your 
clothes, even to brush your teeth.” 
When Harris got out she found it hard 
to find the help sh needed to transi- 
tion to a better life. There are no gov- 
ernment funded progams to help ex- 
inmates who want to turn their lives 
around. She was lucky enough to find 
a church community that helped her. 

“After the church the NECC pro- 
fessors were the most compassionate 
to my situation,” says Harris. 

Helping inner city kids while 
they are young would be a good place 
to start to prevent youth form going 
to jail for ths first time. 

“Youh centers, recreation cen- 
ters, an art place, a tutoring cnter or 
homework center might help these 
kids before they fall.” says Harris. 

“Do something small. Let them 
play with your dog. Talk to them. 
They’ve got nothing to do. Plants 
those seeds,” says Harris. 


New FX original 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 


series: “Are You Afraid 
of the Dark?” for adults 


By SHANNON KEATING 


It's that time of year again: The leaves 
are changing, the days are getting short- 
er, the dead are walking the earth to feed 
on the souls of the living... Okay, maybe 
not. But for some inexplicable reason, 
you're craving to be terrified. 

To.quench this thirst, you might ven- 
ture to a haunted house, head to the 
movie theater to see 


the Great Pumpkin to arrive... 
Whatever your methods may be I'm 
sure they'll have you checking under 
your bed for weeks to come. 
But when November rolls around, the 


adrenaline-pinching scares subside. And 
all you have to look forward to is 
turkey, apple pie, and Alka-Seltzer. 

If only there was a way to relive the 
excitements of Halloween year round! 
Well boys and girls, thanks to FX's new original 
series “American Horror Story”, there is. 

Where to begin? 

To say that the Harmon family has had a 
rough year is quite an understatement. Ben 
Harmon, played by Golden Globe-winner 
Dylan McDermott (“The Practice”), is a psy- 
chiatrist and college professor living with his 
family in Boston. His wife Vivien, played by 


Arts and Entertainment 


“Don’t make me kill you 


3g 


Emmy-nominated actress Connie Britton 
(“Friday Night Lights”), is recovering from a 
brutal miscarriage. Her physical and mental 
states are still on the slow road to recovery. 

To make matters even more unbearable, 
Vivien catches Ben cheating on her with one of 
his students. So, in order to repair their crum- 


bling marriage, the couple moves to Los 


Angeles in an attempt to start anew. 
The relationship between Ben and Vivien is 


Tt aes 


: ae 
(From left to right) Dylan McDermott, Taissa Farmiga, and Connie Britton star 
in the new FX original series, “American Horror Story.” 


interesting and feels authentic. McDermott and 
Britton have great chemistry together. Their 
painfully realistic fight in episode one had me 
in tears. 

Taissa Farmiga (that's right, Vera Farmiga's 


baby sister) plays their angst-stricken teenage 
daughter, Violet. Violet has a lot more on her 
plate than the average American teen: her baby 
brother has died, her parents have just moved 
her 3,000 miles across the country into some 
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m= 99 
again. 
creepy old house, and she's at a new school 
with no friends and a band of wayward bul- 
Mlies to keep at bay. - 
But she finds comfort in the company of 
‘her father's patient, Tate, played by Evan 
Peters (“Kick-Ass”). Tate's borderline 
sociopathic way of thinking is what captures 
Violet's attention. Their mutual disgust for 
the human race sparks an, albeit unconven- 
Stional, romance. This is a fascinating rela- 
tionship. I can't wait to see where it goes. 
| The show is oddly funny at times, most- 
ly thanks to the effortless Jessica Lange as 
Constance, the hilariously creepy next-door 
meighbor. After only two episodes, I can say 
with confidence that this is an award-worthy 
performance. 

Dynamic duo, Ryan Murphy and Brad 
Falchuk have outdone themselves with this 
psychosexual thriller. The two are widely 
own for their work on the award-winning 
show and cultural phenomenon, “Glee.” It's 
hard to believe that these guys are responsi- 
ble for the heartwarming, music-fueled 
comedy we've come to know and love, as 
well as dark and disturbing dramas like 
“Nip-Tuck,” and, now, “American Horror 
Story.” 

The show's TV-MA rating should be 
respected: the violence, nudity, and sexual 
content are graphic and prevalent. In other 
words, this show is not for children. 

To put it simply, “American Horror Story” 
is my new obsession. When the credits roll at 
the end of the show, I'm on my knees pleading 
with my TV to let me see next week's episode 
early (to no avail). 

The thrills of Halloween can be relived every 
Wednesday night at 10:00 p.m. on FX. So tune 
in... if you dare! 


Clooney for President 2012 


| Political thriller: a comentary 


on our modern election 
process 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


In the long run, I think we'd all be happy with 
George Clooney as President. 

In his fourth directoral feature, “The Ides of 
March,” Clooney doesn't hold anything back 
when critiquing the political process, particu- 
larly presidential elections. It's done so well. 
You love him, you agree with him, and you just 
want him to win. But of course, there's a situa- 
tion. 

It's a political thriller through and through and 
it's a story you already know: promising politi- 
cal candidate (Clooney) on the verge of win- 
ning the nomination but a scandal is revealed. I 
know this goes against everything movie buffs 
and good filmmakers believe in, but the story 
here isn't what keeps you interested: it's the act- 
ing. 

Eierable films are a hit or miss most of the 
time. For example, “The Royal Tenenbaums,” 


utilizes all its star power beautifully, while a 


film like, “Bobby” is just so packed with popu- 
lar actors that there isn't enough time for one on 
one character interaction. The actors need to be 
given oppurtunies to really prove what they can 
do, and interact with each other in various 
points of the film. This is where, “Ides of 
March” shines. 

Take a moment and just look at the cast list: 
Ryan Gosling, George Clooney, Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, Paul Giammati, Marisa 
Tomei, Evan Rachael Wood, and Jefferey 
Wright. This is one of those movies that you 
hope to God doesn't fly too close to the sun. It's 
got a killer cast, a decent story, it's timely; and 
your saying to yourself, “Please don't screw this 
up!” Rest it assured, it doesn't. 

The film opens with Gosling's character 
Stephen Myers, a top polictial aide to the pres- 
idential candidate, Governor Mike Morris 
(Clooney). Myers is that young charsimatc, 


Courtesy P 


Ryan Gosling (center) plays the political brain trust behind the leading liberal candidate for President 


(Clooney). 


good looking, smart guy we political junkies 
wish we were. He boasts how he's worked on 
more campaigns then most have when they're 
40. The journalists love him. He knows the ins 
and outs, the important people, the voters, 
everything. And one key thing about him; he is 
100 percent behind Morris. 

Myers is the one writing hero stories about 
him and genuienely believing it, and he has 
every right to. Morris is a fantastic candidate, 
until we fourid out something about him. 

That something, which I obviously can't 
reveal, is not monumental in the world of polit- 
ical scandals. The only way it surprises you is 
that fact that our old pal George Clooney did it! 
The rest of the cast work themselves in as polit- 
ical aides, campaigners, reporters, and other 


politicians. They're stark realism is gritty and 
you hardly recognize them as actors at all. I 
started to believe Philip Seymour Hoffman ran 
campaigns for a living, and Marisa Tomei wrote 
for the New York Times. It's the relationship 
between Myers and Morris that really drives the 
film though. It's a bond that goes from admira- 
tion to dark vindication in a matter of seconds. 
It's interesting to find out, after about an hour 
in, that the two battling campaigns are both 
democratic. 

You'd think it's a fight between the democrats 
and the republicans, but it's not at all. And you'd 
also think Clooney, an outspoken liberal and 
Obama confidant, would be focusing on the 
republicans, but he doesn't. It's actually a good 


move because what he is saying is that the 
problems don't only rest on the republicans, but 
both sides of the isle, a common mindset nowa- 
days. 

As the presidential election begins to take over, 
our newspapers, televisions, blogs, and the 
majority of Saturday Night Live skits yet again, 
“Ides of March,” comes as a good transitional 
piece from mild intrest in politics to the actual 
focus on who you'll eventual vote for. Even if 
you're not politically savvy, you'll still enjoy it. 
A final word regarding the title; “Ides of 
March,” means the 15th of March, a reference 
to the day Julius Caesar was murdered. Spoiler? 
Maybe it is, maybe it isn't. 
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Local celebrity Rob 
Zombie shoots film 
close to home 


By BRIANA ROLDAN 
Correspondent 


The talent of Haverhill's 
Rob Zombie is beginning to 
expand locally and with 
Halloween right around the cor- 
ner there's never been a more 
appropriate time. , 

Zombie, 
Haverhill 
1983, has succeeded in both the 
music and film industries. 
Having been on tour this 

past July in Germany with the 
legendary band Slayer, his name 
has somewhat resurfaced in the 
music world after taking a hia- 
tus from recording to focus his 
artistic directions towards film- 
making. 

Recently he completed 
“The Lords of Salem” which is 
his sixth full-length feature 
film. 


who was a 


In high school, his teach- 
ers' always knew that there was 
something special about him. 

A retired art teacher from 
Haverhill High School, Maria 
- Fontaine recalls having him in 


ead eT 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


y 


High graduate of 


Arts and Entertainment 


Salem gets “Zombie-fied’ 


class, “He always had a knack 
for the arts, whether he 
roaming the. hallways making 
short films, or drawing self por- 
traits.” 

Zombie stuck out in the 
classroom, “Rob was different 
than other kids in class, I could 


was 


never put my finger on it, but 
now I see it.” Still today, 
Zombie sticks out in the crowd 
musically and with his directori- 
al pieces just as he did in the 
halls of Haverhill High. 

Over his career, Zombie 
has sold more than 25 million 
albums with between his band 
White Zombie and his 
work. : 

He also has worked on over 
thirty different films and televi- 
sion shows. Including six fea- 
ture films including one that he 
is currently working on in 
Salem, Massachusetts, titled 
“The Lords of Salem”. 

The film” that is to be 
released in 2012 is sure to seta 
chilling for audiences 
across the country. Although lit- 
tle is known about the films plot 
it is safe to say that it is not 
your typical witch movie that 
takes place in Salem. * 

Zombie's taste 


solo 


tone 


in both 


“music and film has always been 


on the eccentric side. In an 


Just 2'% hours from, Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


interview with Bryan Stars at 
Rockfest 2010 he admitted, “I 
just like it, [dark, gory bloody 
material.] Truthfully I like dark 
weird material, there's just not 
enough of it.” 
Based on 
films it is sure that 
Salem: is to have, audiences 
jumping out of their seats and 
sleeping with their lights on. 
Zombie's last film, which 
was a remake of the 1979 John 
Carpenter classic, “Halloween” 
broke box office records, which 
led to its sequel, “Halloween 
11”. He has had a successful 
string of horror movies starting 
with his directorial debut in 
2003, “House of 1000 Corpses.” 
Zombie's choice to film the 
movie in Salem was not a sur- 


Zombie's past 


prise since it is known for its 
rich history and location of the 
Salem Witch Trials of 1692. In 


an interview with Bryan Stars, § 


Zombie expressed his distaste in 
movies that are currently float- 


ing the box office as being “too § 


fit for children” in a sense that 


“everything just seems like 
happy popcorn-eating shit.” 
Hopefully, at this time 


around next year Zombie will 
live up to his own expectations 
of delivering yet another haunt- 
ing film. 
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Chills and thrills await 


Roulette practices the 
art of scaring people 
out of their wits 


By EppIE BROPHY 
Correspondent 


For many New Englanders 
wading through the transition 
from bathing suits and beaches to 
apple cider and foliage can be 
tedious, that is of course, if 
you're not an over-zealous enthu- 
siast of being scared out of your 
wits by total strangers or, like 
Mercy Roulette, the one who 
delivers the scares. For Roulette, 
the death rattle of summer does- 
n't resound with trepidation; 
rather, it becomes a thirty one 
day birth cry for someone who 
utilizes a great deal of skill when 
inflicting fear on eager patrons. 
Roulette is one of many talented 
actors/actresses who thrive dur- 
ing the seasonal zeitgeist at one 
of New England's most popular 
horror theme park attractions, 
Spooky World. 

It's a job she takes quite seri- 
ously; after all, it's not an easy 
business when you're responsible 
for the perpetual nightmares that 
manifest in the dreams of any 
locals who tremble at the mere 
thought of things going bump in 
the night. Since her first appear- 
ance at the theme park in 2007, 
Roulette has exuded nothing but 
fondness for the holiday itself. 

“I love Halloween. 
Haunting allows me to have 
Halloween for the entire 


month of October,” she said. 

However, when you're occu- 
pation requires you to perform 
every night in front of a revoly- 
ing door of both skittish and cyn- 
ical patrons, you have to culti- 
vate your craft in order to suc- 
cessfully deliver the goods. 
“Like any acting gig, there are 
many challenges in this business. 
This is in essence live theater; 
you have to be quick on your feet 
and sharp of tongue, assuming 
your character has one of course. 
You have to be prepared for 
almost anything when you are 
interacting with such a huge vari- 
ety of customers over the course 
of the evening. Above all, the 
purpose is to scare and to enter- 
tain and this can get difficult if 
you have an audience that is not 
so enthused,” she said. 

This is a point that she 
explores further when asked of 
the potential downsides to the 
business, “The worst reaction 
you can receive in this line of 
business is what I like to call the 
"wrath of the un-amused" 
Occasionally someone will take 
it too personally and will let you 
know their disdain with a few 
choice words. This is never fun 
when it happens, but it does 
come with the trade. 

“You also have to be relative- 
ly fit and energetic; our location 
in Litchfield, NH is one of the 
largest scream parks in the 
Northeast. That's a lot of territo- 
ry to cover in one night,” she 
reveals. Unlike many of the per- 
formers you see on stage or on 
television, this is a show that 
requires full participation from 


both actors and patrons alike, 


more so because of the impor- 
tance of the relationship that 
develops between the two face to 
face and the performers’ stamina. 

However, despite how 
exhausting it can be, when a 
scare is successfully executed, 
there is a sense of both zest for 
the job and an appreciation for 
the frail human psyche: “The 
best one that I can recall is from 
a night when I was dressed as a 
clown. I scared this poor girl so 
badly that she dropped straight 
into the fetal position, taking two 
friends with her. It took her 
friends fifteen minutes to pry her 
from the ground - and that was 
after several valiant efforts,” she 
said. 

However, one cannot just put 
on a mask or a scary outfit and 
expect to attain results like that 
simply on a whim. Like any role, 
Roulette establishes her charac- 
ter and begins to visit parts of 
herself that will allow her to 
maintain both a physical domi- 
nance and a mental one. “Yes, it's 
a mindset and a physical state. 
Having a solid meal beforehand 
is essential to keeping up energy 
for the rest of the night, especial- 
ly when working the Midway. 
Everyone channels their charac- 
ter differently. For me, it's in the 
process of getting suited up. As I 
put on the costume and makeup, I 
insert myself into that character. 
I transition into that character's 
body completely from _ the 
moment | step out onto the 
Midway,” she said 

This is also a Woman who not 
only personifies her love of the 
holiday at the attraction, but 
makes a point of observing it 


A long standing New England 


Fair offers fun for 
true New Englanders 


By ASHLEY SCHENA 
Correspondent 


The Topsfield Fair has 
become a_ cornerstone’ in 
Massachusetts social life and is 
deeply rooted in its history. The 
fair has been in operation in the 
same spot at the Topsfield 
Fairgrounds for 101 years. What 
started out as a group of agricul- 
tural farmers that formed a socie- 
ty in 1818, almost 200 years ago, 
flourished into a colorful, thriv- 
ing and upbeat fair that has fami- 
lies coming back year after year. 

The fair is inviting to anyone 
and everyone, offering a pleni- 
tude of foods, activities, sights, 
shows, animals and family-fun 
that everyone can enjoy. 

On Saturday, Oct. 8 2011, the 
annual Topsfield Fair was going 
full blast: children, parents, 
grandparents and new couples 
were striding along everywhere. 
Looking around there didn't 
appear to be empty spot in the 
entire fair ground: This year's 
fair was an incredible success. 

A lengthy running time from 
Sept 28 until Oct 8 gave a chance 
to those that couldn't make it dur- 
ing the week or first weekend to 
attend the last few days. 

This year's special attractions 
were aimed at much of the 


younger crowd. Specific shows 
performed on the famous grand- 
stand were: Sean Kingston, Mike 
Posner, Ayla Brown and Randy 
Houser. On top of added-on 
entertainment, the very many 
attractions at the Topsfield Fair 
are enough for anyone to be 
wowed. 

The annual pumpkin contest 
went out with a bang this year. A 
handful of contestants entered 
their prize-winning gigantic 
pumpkins into the contest, all 
hoping to be the number one con- 
testant. This year, the winning 
pumpkin weighed in at a whop- 
ping 1,668 pounds. 

Along with the pumpkins, 
agriculturists from all over New 
England came to. display their 
award-winning fruits, vegetables, 
flowers and plant life. Many 
buildings are dedicated to the 
vast amounts of greenery and 
edibles, also including fair food! 

Fair food is one thing that is 
both indulgent and exciting! The 
tempting smell of fried dough 
permeated the air along with the 
infectious smell of corn dogs. 
Whether you admit it or not, we 
all look forward to eating the 
delicious, piping-hot treasures 
only available at the fair! 

An array of an almost 
unimaginable variety of food can 
be found at the fair including; hot 
dogs, corn dogs, soup in a bread 
bowl, fried dough and hot apple 
cider. This fair had no short-com- 


ings when it comes to providing a 
plethora of foods for its guests to 
enjoy. Whether you were there 
for a long day or a short day, 
every one could get their belly 
full for a reasonable price - just 
the way we like it! 

The fair also offered a wide 
variety of animals for young ones 
to play with and adults to gaze at. 
The cows, pigs and chickens 
were among the crowd favorites; 
people swarmed around for hours 
on end, some people were so 
giddy with delight they walked 
away wanting to purchase their 
own farm animals! 

The pigs, all fat-bellied and 
happy, were among the best behaved 
animals at the fair in all. They were 
provided courtesy of the Colby farm, 
a local farm in Massachusetts. 

Another crowd favorite, the 
goats, were housed in their own 
building, and there was a compe- 
tition to see which goats were the 
most valuable and beautiful. 

The horse shows were also 
very theatrical and fun. 
Clydesdale horses also made an 
appearance at the fair, daunting 
the audience with their majestic 
bodies and stares. 

The beekeepers building, always 
a favorite year after year, provided 
onlookers a glimpse of the real bee 
keeping world, including how they 
are kept, their behaviors, the process 
of filtrating honey and the creation of 
beeswax. And of course, a comple- 
mentary honey stick was available 


year round. “I'm never NOT in 
the Halloween — spirit. My 
Christmas tree has pumpkins and 
witches on it. I also costume 
year-round at comic and horror 
conventions around the country. 
October is just the month when 
everyone else joins me. But of 
course, October is really the only 
month that I get to go apple-pick- 
ing and carve pumpkins. 
Halloween IS my favorite holi- 
day and | don't anticipate that 
should ever change.” 

So how does Roulette go 
about finding the right accou- 
trements for her non-Spooky 
World related Halloween cos- 
tume? Take notes readers, as she 
is not only frugal, but also quite 
inventive with her frugalness. 
Roulette stresses the real secret 
to staying within a tight budget 
this coming Halloween is cre- 
ativity. 

“If you can sew, sewing your 
own costume-is absolutely the 
best and cheapest way to have a 
great costume. If you can't sew: 
Thrift stores! Thrift stores like 
Savers are my favorite places to 
go for costume items. You 
wouldn't believe some of the 
things people get rid of. You can 
find anything from old prom 
dresses to tweed suits at stores 
like this, and for a huge bargain. 
My advice is to be creative! Sure, 
it's easy to buy a Little Red 
Riding Hood costume off the 
rack at a costume shop, but 
chances are there are three more 
Little Red Riding Hoods with the 
same exact dress at _ the 
Halloween shindig you're going 
to. Creativity is the key to origi- 
nality, she said. 


Courtesy Photo 


While many of you may still 
have an aversion to letting Roulette 
scare the crap out of you at Spooky 
World this month at one of its two 
locations, the latter being newly 
established at the legendary Fenway 
Park, you can look up her non- 
Halloween related endeavors at 
http://www.facebook.com/madamem 
ercy and for more information 
regarding her haunting playground 
you can visit: http://www.spooky- 
world.com 


tradition continues 


. fe isi 
Courtesy Photo 


Giant pumpkins were on display at Topsfield Fair 


for young ones to take upon exit. 


In its debut in 1910, the 
Topsfield Fair brought people of 
many different backgrounds 


together to enjoy the fresh vege- 
tation and livestock of New 
England. Since then, it has con- 
tinued to bring people of all dif- 
ferent backgrounds together for 
one uniting enjoyment - to let go 
and enjoy the good things in life. 


The fair really drives the 
point home: that we are all hard 
working, true blue New 
Englanders. The fair has lived as 
long as it has because it is a sta- 
ple in New England culture. 
Hopefully it will continue to 
flourish and will always offer a 
time to look forward to and bring 
the children of generations to 
come. 
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Big man on 
campus 


Bernie hopes to 
contribute big this season 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


I interviewed a NECC student who 
hopes to be a big contributor this season 
to the mens's basketball team. During the 
day you can find him working at the 
Recreation Center cracking jokes with 
friend's but when hes on the court it's all 
business. 

His name is Bernadin Stivil. Bernie 
grew up in Dorchester. He spent his whole 
life there. This is his first year at NECC 
He played center in high school basket- 
ball for Brighton. I asked Bernie why he 
decided to come here and play basketball 
he said, “The opportunity to expand my 
lifestyle more than just going to a public 
school in Boston and be with a good bas- 
ketball team.” 

His favorite basketball players are 
Blake Griffin and Dwight Howard but he 
says he plays most like the Celtics Kevin 
Garnett. After NECC he hopes to attend 
maybe Anna Marie, Franklin Pierce, or U 
mass Dartmouth. His goals are to attend a 


University get a business management 
degree and break into the music industry. 
His favorite Hip-Hop artist 1s Waka 
Flocka and his favorite rap song is 
“Round of Applause.” He said that “he's 
my size and he's really holding it down 
for the south.” 

On his free time Bernie is either work- 
ing on homework, working out or social- 
izing with the other basketball players. 
About this season Bernie said “I'm feeling 
really confident and fortunate to have 
good team chemistry and a lot of good 
team mates.” He feels as if “this could be 
the best year for basketball at NECC and 
that if we work hard and be dedicated 
only good things will come from it.” 

His favorite food is chicken baked 
ziti, “for woman’s interest baked!” If 
Bernie could tell the world one thing it 
would be “* don't judge me.” Finally | 
asked Bernie if it were the championship 
game and the seconds were fading off the 
clock, the ball is in his hands and hes just 
above the free throw line, whats his next 
move? He réplied “to have faith his team 
has faith in him and take the shot and 
make the shot.” 


Bruins hopes 


Can the bruins 
two peat this 
season? — 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


What a summer it was for 
the Boston Bruins. They won 
the Stanley cup for the sixth 
time in franchise history, they 
celebrated with a duck boat 
parade with millions of their 
fans and ended the summer by 
getting their championship 
rings with 300 diamonds in it. 
Now it is time to forget all 
that because it is time to 
defend the cup. 

They have a great shot at 
it because the majority of the 
roster will be back. Also most 
of the roster are still in their 
twenties. The two biggest 
losses was Micheal Ryder 
who went to the Dallas Stars 
and Mark Recchi who retired. 
Recchi will be a bigger loss 
than Ryder because Recchi 
supplied A veteran leadership 
role. 

Like last year the Bruins 
selected in the top 10 in the 
NHL draft. They had the 9th 
pick and selected Doug 
Hamilton who was projected 
to be a top five pick. Hamilton 
is a physical defenseman but 
can also score. Hamilton 
probably wont be on the 
Bruins roster until mid season 
unless there is an injury. 
However he should have a 
bright future with the Bruins. 


Being the Stanley Cup 
champs the Bruins didnt need 
to do much in free agency 
however they did some minor 
tune ups by signing Winger 
Benoit Pouliot and trading for 
Defenseman Joe Corvo The 
biggest X factor on the Bruins 
will be back up goaltender 
Tuukka Rask 

Lets face it Tim Thomas 
wont be able to do what he 
did last year. Thomas had 35 
wins and a 2.00 goal allowed 
average. History backs it up 
for example the first time 
Thomas won the Vezina 
Trophy was in 2008-09 sea- 
son where he had 36 wins and 
a 2.10 goal allowed average. 
Compare that to the following 
season he. had 17 wins and a 
2.56 goal allowed average. 
The following year Ryan 
Miller won the Vezina trophy 
with 41 wins 18 losses and a 
2.22 goal allowed average. 

The next season Miller 
had 34 wins and 22 losses to 
go with a 2.59 goal allowed 
average. The road to a second 
straight Stanley cup wont be 
easy. The Flyers finally have a 
dependable Goalie in Ilya 
Bryzgalov to go with a great 
offense and a physical defen- 
sive corp so they wont be as 
easily beaten as they were in 
last years playoffs. 

The Washington Capitals 
make the playoffs every year 
but have not gone to the 
Stanley cup mainly due to 
poor goaltending however 
this could be their year 


because they signed goal- 
tender Tomas  Vokoun. 
Having Alex Ovechkin the 
best player in hockey doesnt 
hurt either. The Tampa Bay 
Lighting are probably the 
most offense heavy team with 
scorers Steven Stamkos, 
Martin St. Louis, and Vincent 
Lecavalier they also have a 
new goalie in Mathieu Garon. 
The team you can never for- 
get about is the Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

They have Evgeni Malkin 
and Sidney Crosby. However 
Crosby has concussion issues 
so it is unclear how ‘much 
time he will be on the ice. The 
Eastern conference is loaded 
with young talented teams 
with great goalies. Goalies 
might be the difference maker 
which ever team has the best 
goalie in the playoffs will rep- 
resent the East in the Stanley 
cup and will probably raise 
the cup next summer. 

It will be along road this 
season if the bruins have 
hopes of going back to the 
cup. At the end of the day the 
Bruins need to work hard, 
play hard and realize they 
can’t win every game, just 
make it to the post season and 
see where it goes from there. 
A strong team chemisty and 
bond between players will 
help the Bruins go back to the 
Stanley cup finals. They are 
still the champs until someone 
proves them otherwise 


-Convenient Transfer Process 
-Transfer Scholarships 
-Located in Downtown Boston 
-NAIA Division II Athletics 


Phot o Courtesy of Holly Parker. 


Bernie a hard thinker by day, and a basketball warrior at night. 


www .fisher.edu 


-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 
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THE ONLY RIDICULOUS 
IDEA IS THE ONE THAT 


ISN'T SHARED. 


Looking to make a difference? Now is your chance. 
Shape NECC's Strategic Direction, Attend a forum. 


Do you want to help shape the future of NECC? For just an hour of your time— 
you (yes YOU!) can help shape NECC’s Strategic Direction for the next three years, 


STUDENT OPEN FORUMS - SNACKS WILL BE PROVIDED! 


THURS. OCT, 20: 12-1PM FRI. OCT. 28 : 12-1PM 
HAVERHILL, C-208 LAWRENCE, L244 
FACULTY & STAFF OPEN FORUMS 
THURS. OCT. 20:5-6PM FRI. OCT, 21:8-9AM MON. OCT. 24:8-9AM 
LAWRENCE, L244 LAWRENCE, L244 HAVERHILL, C-208 
MON. OCT. 24:5-6PM WED. OCT. 26:8-9AM WED. OCT. 26: 12-1PM 
LAWRENCE, 1244 LAWRENCE, L244 LAWRENCE, L244 
THURS. OCT, 27 : 12-1PM TUES, NOV.1 :5-GPM WED, NOV, 2: 12-1PM 
HAVERHILL, C-208 LAWRENCE, L244 HAVERHILL, C-208 
WED. NOV, 2: 12-1PM FRI, NOVA: 8-9AM FRLNOV4: 8-9AM 
LAWRENCE, L244 HAVERHILL, C-208 LAWRENCE, L244 


These are OPEN forums and you do not need to sign-up. 


Need more info? Visit the Strategic Plaaning Blog @ bttp://www.neccanass.edu/future 


